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Climate Summary for Eastern Utah and Western Colorado

Meteorological Winter kicked off with a light dusting of snow as a weak disturbance moved along 
the Divide. After that, a ridge of high pressure built overhead which kept conditions dry and above 
seasonal. The rest of the month was fairly progressive as several systems dropped into the region 
from the Pacific Northwest which resulted in various rounds of snowfall through the third week of 

the month. The first storm on December 10-11 produced generally 4 to 8 inches of snow in the 
southern and central Colorado mountains. The next system on December 12-13 led to 5 to 10 inches 
of snow in most mountain ranges with several inches of snow in many valleys. The December 17-18 

storm produced another 4 to 8 inches in some of the southern mountains. Strong inversions set up in 
the wake of these systems with areas of fog and low stratus persisting into the third week of 

December. December 22-23 saw another cold front move through the region with a strong band of 
showers developing north of Interstate 70. Marginal instability resulted in the development of a 

snow squall which moved through the northern and central zones with visibilities dropping to less 
than a quarter mile with winds gusting up to 60 to 75 MPH at times. Cool and dry weather returned 

in the wake of this system before the final storm of the year moved through.

December was on average drier than normal across the region as 10 out of the 10 automated 
stations found at airports across eastern Utah and western Colorado ended the month with below 

normal precipitation. December was generally cooler than normal for most of the region with mean 
temperatures ranging anywhere from 1 to 4 degrees below normal. 
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Please note that all data mentioned is collected from our automated observing stations from 10 
different airports across eastern Utah and western Colorado. Some of our cooperative observers in 

more remote areas may have measured warmer or colder temperatures, or more or less 
precipitation than what was mentioned in this summary.
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Story of the Month
22 DECEMBER SNOW SQUALLS

A cold front moved through NW and W-Central Colorado with a strong band of showers developing 
north of I-70. Marginal instability fueled snow squalls which led to hazardous travel conditions in 

near white-out conditions as winds gusted over 60 MPH at times. 
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Location
Average Temp (°F)
(Versus Normal)

Warmest Temp (°F) Coldest Temp (°F)

Aspen, CO 20.6 (+0.6) 48 on 12/7-9 -7 on 12/13

Cortez, CO 23.9 (-4.5) 53 on 12/9 -1 on 12/13

Craig, CO 17.4 (-0.2) 54 on 12/9 -22 on 12/30

Durango, CO 22.2 (-4.1) 57 on 12/7 -8 on 12/13

Grand Junction, CO 26.9 (-1.6) 50 on 12/6-8, 30 1 on 12/30

Meeker, CO 18.9 (-2.4) 53 on 12/9 -15 on 12/30

Montrose, CO 25.2 (-1.5) 50 on 12/22 5 on 12/13, 20

Rifle, CO 24.5 (-0.5) 52 on 12/5, 7 -5 on 12/30

Canyonlands Airport, UT 23.8 (-2.9) 48 on 12/7-8 -7 on 12/30

Vernal, UT 17.7 (-4.1) 44 on 12/1 -1 on 12/24-25

December 2020 Temperatures



5

Location
Total Precipitation

(in.)
Departure from Normal 

(in.)

Aspen, CO 0.69 -0.45

Cortez, CO 0.56 -0.31

Craig, CO 0.73 -0.27

Durango, CO 0.77 -0.40

Grand Junction, CO 0.32 -0.27

Meeker, CO 0.88 -0.23

Montrose, CO 0.60 -0.07

Rifle, CO 0.13 -0.71

Canyonlands Airport, UT 0.36 -0.24

Vernal, UT 0.31 -0.33

December 2020 Precipitation
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Total Monthly Precipitation
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Monthly Precipitation Departure from Normal
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Extreme (D3) to exceptional (D4) drought persisted across the majority of eastern Utah 
and western Colorado throughout December. Meanwhile, severe (D2) drought 

conditions persisted across far northeast Utah.

Source:
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Drought Conditions as of January 6th
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Colorado

Utah

For Utah…The snowpack for the eastern Utah
basins remains 50 to 70% of normal.

For Colorado…The snowpack for the western
Colorado basins remains 70 to 80% of normal

Snowpack Conditions as of January 5th



For January, the latest outlook from the Climate Prediction Center (CPC) shows odds
favoring warmer than normal temperatures across northeast Utah and northwest and
west-central Colorado. As far as precipitation goes, wetter than normal conditions are
favored for eastern Utah with no real guidance favoring either above or below normal
precipitation for western Colorado at this time.
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Precipitation

Temperatures

January Outlook


